
Traditional Timber Framers Guild 
Tour
Northampton, Hadley, Northfield, and Deerfield, MA
Saturday, April 1, 2017

William Flynt, Architectural Conservator, Historic Deerfield, Inc.
J. Ritchie Garrison, Winterthur Program in American Material Cul-
ture, University of  Delaware, Organizers.
 

8:30 a.m. Walk from the Hotel Northampton to Shepherd 
Barn at Historic Northampton, 46 Bridge Street.

The Shepherd barn was built ca. 1802, and presently 
shelters several collections in it. The building is a 
fine example of  an English type 3 bay barn with 
later alterations that serve the needs of  the Muse-
um. For those who are interested, there will be time 
to tour the Nathaniel Parsons house (ca. 1719 with 
many later modifications).

9:30  Depart via bus from the Hotel

9:45  Porter-Phelps Barn, ca. 1782, 147 Russell St.
This barn was moved from the Porter-Phelps house 
and remodeled to meet the needs of  the Hadley 
Farm Museum. The building probably began as an 
English-type barn that was modified into a New 
England-type, gable-end barn. Despite the modi-
fications, the barn is one of  the earliest surviving 
barns in the Massachusetts portion of  the Connecti-
cut River Valley and a fine puzzle for timber framers 
to puzzle over. There will be time to study the barn 
and objects on display

10:30  Depart for Northfield, Massachusetts
The tour will continue north from Hadley past the 
Porter-Phelps House, North Hadley, Sunderland, 
Miller’s Falls, Northfield Farms, and into Northfield, 
Massachusetts. This drive will showcase some of  the 
region’s vernacular architecture and farmsteads, now 
under pressure from the expansion of  education 
and business opportunities in the greater Five Col-
lege region (Amherst College, Hampshire College, 
Mount Holyoke College, Smith College, and Univer-
sity of  Massachusetts). As we head north, we will 
pass the Lyman Gilbert house, corn house, stable, 
and barn in Northfield Farms, remodeled or con-
structed by Calvin Stearns between 1832 and 1836.

11:20  Walter Field barn, ca. 1790s, 164 Upper Farms Rd.
Although the Field barn was modified in the 20th 
century to accommodate the hygienic codes for 
milking cows, much of  the early barn survives rel-
atively intact. The barn has shouldered posts along 
with the complex joinery used in buildings with long 
roof  spans. The south-facing shed was once open 
and would have sheltered a stall-feeding operation, 
but was enclosed to meet health codes for the ani-
mals. The present owners, Bill and Peggy Daniels, 
have preserved the barn and have graciously agreed 
to let us study it.

12:10 p.m. Lunch (park at the Town Hall parking lot)
 



12:40 Walking Tour
Led by Ritchie Garrison, this walking tour will briefly 
study the exterior features of  several buildings built 
by Calvin, Samuel, and George Stearns including the 
Samuel and Olive Stearns house (1819-1825); William 
Pomeroy house ( remodeled 1810); James Mattoon 
house (1828); Albert and Minerva Stearns house 
(1858); George and Charity Stearns house (1843-6); 
Isaac  and Martha Mattoon house (1816); Charles 
Stratton Stearns house (1857); Samuel and Charlotte 
Lane house (1845-46); Hall House (1838-9); B.B. Mur-
dock house (1840). If  there is time, will also look at 
the carriage sheds and framing at the Unitarian church 
that are from the second half  of  the 19th century. 

1:40 Kelley barn, ca. 1800-35, 61 Main Street, 
Probably built sometime during the first 20 years of  
the 19th century, this barn is similar in some respects 
to the Field barn. Note the framing details and espe-
cially the ways in which the doors are hinged—a com-
mon approach in this part of  the Valley. The barn was 
resided but still retains much original material. 

2:10  Depart for Deerfield 

2:45   Break (Historic Deerfield’s bus park)

3:00 Walk to, Moors barn ca. 1848-50 
(buses move to circle driveway outside the Flynt Cen-
ter, 37D Old Main St.)

Although the precise history of  this barn is unclear, 
it was apparently built in conjunction with the Gothic 
Revival Moors house. The barn is a relatively standard 
example of  a New England gable-type barn, but was 
apparently converted to serve as a drying shed for to-
bacco early in its history. It is a good example of  a mid 
19th century framed barn



3:30  Walk to the “Williams” barn complex
There are three barns on this property, now owned 
by Deerfield Academy. The house is a fine exam-
ple of  an Italianate vernacular style, popular with 
the Valley’s more prosperous farmer families in the 
1850s, 60s and 70s. There are two barns and a to-
bacco drying shed. All of  them date to the 1850s, 
although there is much evidence of  reused framing 
parts. Just behind the house and its ell is a framed 
“bank” barn that reflects some of  the reform litera-
ture of  the 1850s; its side-entry earthen ramp leads 
up to a runway on the north side of  the barn from 
which workers could fork provender, hay, and straw 
into the hay mows over the basement animal sheds 
for efficient feeding. East of  that is a mid 19th centu-
ry New England gable end barn with the common 
arrangement of  hay and animal storage. Further east 
is the tobacco drying shed, repurposed as a vehicle 
shed. This shed is probably the earliest surviving 
“purpose-built” drying shed in Deerfield with tim-
bers dating to the mid to late 1850s. The Academy 
plans to demolish the hay barns as they are in poor 
shape so anyone interested in salvaging the frame or 
lumber (and willing to take ALL the material away) 
should contact Tom Sharpe at Deerfield Academy 
for more information.

4:30  Load buses and Depart for the Hotel

5:10  Arrive Hotel Northampton
 


