
A Bridge for Guelph, Ontario 
FTER lengthy dis- 
cussions, tele- A phone conference 

calls, ske visits and soul 
searching deliberations, 
the decision has been 
made-the Guild will 
erect a 130-ft. covered 
bridge over the Speed 
River in Guelph, Ontario 
at next year's interna- 
tional conference there. 

Guelph, about 40 
miles west of Toronto, 
is renowned for its won- 
derful parks and floral 
gardens. Two major riv- 
ers flow through the city, 
bordered by walking and 
cycling trails that link 
city sectors and provide 
access to various forms 
of recreation close to the 
downtown business and 
cultural nucleus. - - I  -. - -  
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In May, Jim Young 

joined me to meet with 
representatives of service 
groups volunteer or- 

S c o t t  Murr'iy 
View of Speed River upstream of site of bridge proposed for construction the Guild during the 
1992 North American Conference. The bridge would become part of the City of Guelph 's parks 
department. A covered Town Lattice design is under consideration. 

- -  
ganizations in Guelph to discuss the possibil- 
ity of a large building project. At a meeting 
with Guelph's director of parks, Gus 
Stahlmann, the bridge idea was put forth and 
immediately seized auS an excelleit way to pro- 
vide a missing link in the downtown trail svs- 
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tem and to create a media event of substanka1 
proportions for the city and the Guild alike. 

Since this initial meeting the momentum for 
this exciting and challenging project has been 
building rapidly, both within the Guild and 
also witVh tLe virious individuals and officials 
of GuelDh. Within seven davs of our  
approachag the Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment, Guelph City Council had already passed 
resolutions to sanction the project and con- 
firm financial support. Subsequent meetings 
now see the project in the early stages of per- 
mit applications and general approvals required 
by conservation agencies and ministries that 
control waterway development in Ontario. 

Why should the Guild assume all the re- 
sponsibility for another major building event 
with all the logistical problems (and there are 
many), and why build a bridge? These are 
questions that will be asked and should be 
asked by every member of the Guild. 

First, the timing seems good for the Guild 
to tackie another cYhallengiYng project, not un- 
like our wonderfully successful joint effort with 
Habitat for Humanity in 1989. The major 
Guild conference is moving from the north- 
eastern United States across an international 
border to Ontario. This decision was made in 
part to keep the event interesting and fresh for 
all who come, and to establish a new pattern of 
moving the annual conference from region to 
region. 

HE mandate established by the Board of Di- T rectors for large Guild projects specifies 
these events should seek definite objectives such 
as educating more people about the craft of tim- 
ber framing and the Guild. At the same time 
these events should inspire Guild members, at- 
tract and train potential timber framers and di- 
rectly or indirectly raise funds for the Guild. 
The bridge project in Guelph appeared able to 
accomplish all of these objectives and a formal 
resolution was passed bv the Board of Direc- 
tors on July 9th: The task force appointed ear- 
lier to explore possible projects in Guelph 
(Jonathan Orpin, Joel McCarty, Jim Young and 
myself) collectively investigated several Dossi- I 

bilities, always seeming 
to focus on the bridge as 
the most appealing and 
challenging. Under the 
guidance of wooden 
bridge expert Jan Lewan- 
doski, specific details 
were discussed and crite- 
ria satisfied. The decision 
having been made to pro- 
ceed with the bridge, the 
Guild now awaits permit 
approvals and engineer- 
ing details to be supplied 
by Guelph. 

Some major design 
hurdles have already 
been cleared by  the 
project task force. The 
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proposed bridge design 
will be a Town lattice 
truss, with either a 
clearspan of about 130 
ft. or two sections with a 
central pier. The bridge 
will be for pedestrian use 
only and will be con- 
structed mostly on site. 
The actual procedure 

would be to construct the two long &all trusses 
lying on their sides, pre- stressed and cam- 
bered, stand these up by hand, build roof and 
floor systems and then drag the entire struc- 
ture across the river on ways supported by 
cribbing or a false bridge in the river bed. The 
logistics will obviously take time to arrange 
but the work is not unprecedented and it can 
be accomplished. Full Guild member support 
will be essential. 

The building of a bridge next year in Guelph 
will be symbolic for the Guild, since we will 
bridge international boundaries for the first 
time in moving our major conference to 
Canada and we will again make new and stron- 
ger links among ourselves as we work together, 
sharing the enthusiasm and rewards brought 
by giving something to others. Figuratively 
we stand on the bank of our past successes 
gazing at a future on the far shore. The Guild 
is growing and evolving rapidly. Our achieve- 
ments have been notable considering our brief 
history. Another Habitat-style project will re- 
kindle our co-operative spirit and rejuvenate 
our zeal and our credo. The challenges before 
us are considerable. So are the rewards. 

-SCOTT MURRAY 

Jan Lewandoski 
A representative Town Lattice bridge, at Fairfax, Vermont (1868), of the sort under discussion 
for Guelph. At right, new chords, repaired portal post, sistered lattice. Above, the system of 
bearing blocks and bed timbers that support the bridge on its abutment. 




