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The importance of historic fabric and reversibility in antique timber-frame structures (historic
preservation) can be at odds with the insulation and air-sealing goals of the contemporary timber
frame structure (high-performance and efficiency). This talk will explore why the historic preservation folks have good reason to be hysterical and the high-performance folks have a right to be frustrated, and the difficulties of reconciling these opposing sides of renovation planning. If there is a
middle ground, what is it? What are the compromises in strategy that will bring more energy efficiency without jeopardizing the long-term health and architectural details of the structure?
Stewards of buildings that have survived 150 years or more strive to maintain the architectural details and not compromise the structural integrity. These stewards tend to take a conservative approach, which often means doing nothing to improve comfort and energy efficiency. Energy efficiency advocates argue that part of what will allow a building to survive another 150 years is to bring
them into the twenty-first century and meet the expectations of today’s homeowners. It is our job as
designers and builders to guide our clients to the best solutions of today, without long-term risks to a
building’s heritage, and to do so in a cost-effective way.
The presentation will review building science and how it drives the design and engineering of renovation projects. The tactics of hybrid systems of insulation will also be explored.
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